
NOTES FROM THORNHAM

The enjoyable new film ‘The Dig’
about the Sutton Hoo ship burial

reminds us of the distances people
routinely  covered by bike. In the top
photo, Basil Brown is seen with his
cumbersome machine and no lycra in
sight! Mr Brown lived in Rickinghall
and covered the county on his bike,
first looking for sites of Roman kilns
along the pottery clay belt. Later, while
working as a boilerman at Culford
School, he was digging at nearby West
Stow. In 1938 and 1939  his
fortnightly commute to Sutton Hoo
surely saw him peddling the direct
route via Gislingham and Magna.

Whenever possible he encouraged children to help in his digs. Graham
Marshall who lived in Rickimghall took his finds to Basil for analysis by this

gentle man. Christine Moore and a
group from school cycled there to assist
but sadly that day was a wash-out. 

The other picture shows Sandy
Johnson at home in Magna a few weeks
ago and also suitably attired, with his
trusty “Rival of Norwich” machine.
Sandy took over responsibility for this
fine machine from Charlie Killock, his
neighbour at Park Villas. Charlie cycled
to his work as a porter ar Eye Hospital,
coming home for lunch every day.
Christine Moore remembers he was
speedy on his bike and saved valuable
minutes by using Church Lane, next to

Parva church, being careful his front wheel did not get stuck in a gap between
planks of the bridge over the stream.
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