Village picnic, is now rescheduled for Saturday 24 July, 3pm outside the
village hall, please bring a picnic, a rug or a chair.
Keep up to date with village news by joining the WhatsApp group and the
village email list, please email tina@sandts.com to add your name.
Joyce Mayes daughter, Wendy, sends Joyce’s thanks for all the lovely
cards on her 100th birthday, she was so pleased and had a wonderful
birthday.

DRAFT MINUTES FOR THE AGM OF THORNHAM MAGNA PARISH MEETING
HELD ON 12TH MAY 2021
There were 14 attending with Joan Maughan (Chair), Tina Schwarz (Clerk and RFO) and Jennifer
Vaudrey taking the minutes. Jessica Fleming (County Councillor) and Rowland Warboys (MSDC
District Councillor) also attended.
1. Joan welcomed the meeting with apologies for absence from Jude and Mik Farrell and Joe
Vaudrey. Joan then handed the meeting over to Jennifer for the election of officers. There were no
new candidates, Joan was re-elected unanimously as chair with James Fawcett proposing and
Eileen Chandler seconding. Tina was also re-elected unanimously as Clerk and RFO with Eileen
Chandler proposing and Priscilla Macrae seconding. Jennifer thanked both Joan and Tina for their
tireless work and all agreed with thanks. Both Joan and Tina, have been in office over and above
their time and would like to stand down, and would welcome succession. Jennifer would also like to
be replaced as minute recorder. Jennifer handed the meeting back to Joan.
2. Approval of the minutes of the meeting 20th January 2021. These were approved
unanimously with no matters arising; Joan noted that several items were still ongoing with speeding
and speed limits continuing to be unresolved.
3. Financial Report by Tina RFO. Our balance at 1 January 2021 was £2607.34 and at 1 April was
£2232.34. During this period we paid out £275 for grasscutting the village playground, £50 each to
Citizens Advice and the Suffolk Preservation Society. And £57.59 to the clerk for our Zoom
subscription and new pads for the defibrillator paid on her Visa.
4. Report from Village Hall. Eileen, trustee, reported that the village hall was used for elections
successfully last week and will be open again from the 17th May with the return of bookings and
the film season possibly restarting in September. The planning application was approved last year
for extensive improvements but progress would very much depend on fund raising and grants, she
said that the village would be asked again for their opinions and help. The heating boiler was
capable of running several more radiators so more will be installed to improve heating, (painted
brown to match the wood panelling). On 26th June a Village get together is planned to celebrate a
return to near normal, a great opportunity to meet old and new friends, details to follow.
Joan added that that the hall will return to normal as a hub of activity with events such as a Bake
Off and a Dog show in the pipeline.
5. Annual Report from Thornhams Tree warden Francis Jannaway. Frances gave a detailed report
on the work of wardens, which can be found on thornhams.org. She highlighted that the real work
in planting trees and woods was the maintenance and upkeep, which was often underestimated. She
had noticed that extensive works by the Estate had been carried out at the walks with pollarding

Plane trees by the playground and an ancient Oak had been sculpted next to the Folly. Frances
pointed out that fallen branches in the stream along the Gislingham Road were blocking the bridge
and should be cleared by the Estate.The Woodland Trust had once again provided native trees and
hedging to the village and that a project for the Queens Platinum Jubilee to plant Green Canopies
was being planned. Joan thanked Frances for her report.
5. Church grass cutting. Joan explained the background to the cutting of the grass and maintaining
the wildlife area at the church, due to the uncertainty of our powers to fund (we sought advice from
the MSDC Monitoring Officer to help clarify this, who said that the law is rather vague with
reference to Parish Meetings) she proposed that a one off £200 was offered to maintain the banks
and War Memorial. If the PCC wished to propose future donations details should be presented at the
September meeting before the 22/23 budget is drawn up. James Fawcett, churchwarden, accepted
this offer with thanks and would continue to explore other ways of funding.
6. AOB. Rowland’s report had been circulated in advance, but added that MSDC had responded
very well to the Covid crisis, with help from volunteers and grants to help reopen businesses. He
was also active in plans to help public transport and quiet lanes linking local villages. Joan thanked
him for his time. Jessica Fleming was congratulated on her recent re-election, her report is on our
website. She highlighted there is financial help available to plant and maintain land for nature but
there is a conflict between short and long term planning. Houses or Trees? She also thanked Frances
for her work and was looking forward to Music at Thornham returning. Rodger Davis had
complained to Highways about flooding on the Wickham road and was exasperated that workmen
had appeared but no clearing was evident. The clerk said that bat surveys are still to be completed at
Olive’s Bungalow and Honeysuckle Cottage had submitted a fencing application with a response
from Heritage asking for changes, please comment on the plans. Sylvie added that the church bells
will be rung again for Joyce Mayes 100th Birthday in June.
Date of next Meeting. 15th September 2021. It is still uncertain if it will be held in the village hall
or on zoom, details will follow nearer the time.
The meetng closed at 9.05pm.

